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Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



3. 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

| I the claims, Nos. , 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) ** 



beyond the disclosure as filed 

f which have bee 
"originally filed 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 ^ e jyff rr ^ *° 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule /UJo 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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[ m. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



L <I5 0 J2?^ 0ns h ??^ the cla j med invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: J 

the entire international application. 



claims Nos. 



4-13 



because: 



r I the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 

1 — 1 relate to the following subject matter which does not require an i 



require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



I I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
1 — 1 are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify) : 



j — j the claims, or said claims Nos. 



by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed, 
no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



. are so inadequately supported 
4d3 



2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
I sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative i SstactionK 

I I the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
□ restricted the claims, 
paid additional fees. 

□ 

paid additional fees under protest 
13 neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2- □ X 5 to A *^ is not - th — <*ose, wording to Rule 68.1, 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13 2 and 13 3 

□ complied with. 

□ not complied with for the following reasons: 



is 



□ all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 1..3 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box IV) (July 1 998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/04342 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 63-256701, A (K.K. Lala), October 24, 1988 (10.24.88) 
Document 2: CD-ROM of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of 
Japanese Utility Model Application No. 299/1993 (Laid-Open Utility Model No. 58931/1994), 
(Sekisui Plastics Co., Ltd.), August 16, 1994 (08.16.94) 

Document 3: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of 
Japanese Utility Model Application No. 141699/1978 (Laid-Open Utility Model No. 56625/1980), 
(Uni-charm Corporation), April 17, 1980 (04. 17.80) 

Document 4: JP, 2000-201975, A (K.K. Nihon Kyushutai Gijutsu Kenkyusho), July 25, 2000 
(07.25.00) 

Documents 1 through 3 cited in the international search report each describe an absorber comprising a 
by-pass channel member having a channel for moving an aqueous liquid from a highly water- 
absorbent sheet to another highly water-absorbent sheet. The invention relating to claim 1 does not 
appear to be novel and involve an inventive step. 

The inventions relating to claims 2 and 3 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 through 3, and document 4 cited in me international search report. Document 4 describes 
containing 50% or more of highly water-absorbent resin, and using a laminate of highly-absorbent 
sheets with thickness of 0.3mm. Using the absorbent sheet of document 4 as the absorbent sheet taught 
by either of document 1 through 3 would be easy for a person skilled in the art. 



Claims 2 3 YES 

Claims j 2>jO 

Claims YES 

CIaims 1-3 NO 

Claims j.3 YES 

Claims >jq 
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Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ black borders 

□ image cut off at top, bottom or sides 

□ faded text or drawing 

□ blurred or illegible text or drawing 

□ skewed/slanted images 

□ color or black and white photographs 

□ gray scale documents 

□"Tines or marks on original document 

□ reference(s) or exhibit(s) submitted are poor quality 

□ OTHER: 
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